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EDITORIAL NOTES 


TAR IN WARTIME 


E are thinking more particularly about tar for road-making 

aad surfacing and for similar purposes. At the outbreak 

of war we suggested that one result would be a keener 
appreciation by highway authorities of the economic advantages 
of tar for the maintenance and construction of roads, and this 
has undoubtedly proved to be the case. The Services, of course, 
have needed tar not only for road making, but for other purposes, 
such as camouflaging and emergency repairs at aerodromes and 
so on. To-day the demand exceeds the supply. In peacetime 
we have had occasion several times to commend the good work 
of the British Road Tar Association in building-up a first class 
reputation for properly constructed tar roads, in demonstrating 
the value of application technique—the application of scientific 
principles and standardization to road design. And we have 
watched with interest and appreciation the efforts of the Asso- 
ciation during the first two years of this war. It has tackled 
wartime problems singularly well and has been in a position to 
offer invaluable advice on these problems. The Association 
was well off the mark with its publication two years ago of 
Road Problems in War—a booklet packed with pertinent infor- 
mation dealing with the wartime maintenance of roads, of 
camouflaging, of emergency repairs, tarmacadam for storage, 
and several other applications, and throughout its systematic 
and well-organized service has more than proved its worth in 
meeting new and vital national needs. 

It was, in fact, fortunate for the country and for the Gas 
Industry that many years of hard work prior to the war had been 
spent in establishing this organization on a sure basis, and so 
capable of expansion. We think the British Road Tar Asso- 
ciation won recognition in peacetime; it built up on scientific 
lines a reputation and prestige which have helped enormously 
since the start of hostilities. It had steadily accumulated 
knowledge and had gained the confidence and goodwill of other 
bodies, technical and Governmental, in common council. In 
the event it was able to give effect to all this spadework. Its 
accumulated experience enabled it to answer readily questions 
which required immediate solution; and we know that its 
strength has grown since the war. 

Specifications for the correct types of tar and aggregate for 
particular applications had been prepared before the war and 
since have made for smooth working. Now more than ever 
before the excellent properties of tar are being recognized—to 
an extent which perhaps even the Gas Industry does not suffi- 
ciently recognize. As we have said, tar, resulting from the 
carbonization of coal, is in great demand. Of course, the supply 
depends directly on the available supply of coal, and it once 
again points to the need for doing everything possible to ensure 
that gas undertakings get adequate supplies of its raw material. 
But we can be assured that what supplies of tar are at hand will 
be used to the best advantage; and this, we suggest, could not 
have been truly said had it not been for the work, in collabora- 
tion with others, of the British Road Tar Association. 

As example, we have Wartime Road Note No. 1, which 
has just been issued by the Department of Scientific and Indus- 
trial Research in co-operation with the Ministry of War Trans- 
port. It consists of recommendations for tar carpets and 
surface dressings. These recommendations are based on syste- 
matic full-scale trials undertaken by the Department jointly 
with the Ministry of Transport and the British Road Tar Asso- 
ciation, extending over many years and supported by laboratory 
investigations. They embody the latest results of research and 
experiment, combined with the lessons of practical experience. 
Naturally they do not represent the final word in these classes 


of construction, but if carefully followed they will yield satis- 
factory results. It is made clear, by the way, that they are not 
intended to supersede specifications for tar carpets which are 
already giving satisfaction. This wartime road note should 
greatly assist engineers to deal with the special problems created 
by war conditions. Road building and road maintenance in 
wartime differ from peacetime practice. Roads and simiiar 
types of construction, such as aerodrome runways, are ‘often 
needed for special and temporary purposes. Speed in con- 
struction is a vital factor, and to save both time and transport 
greater use must be made of local materials. The Note mentions 
that as surface dressing is a low-cost form of treatment, it fre- 
quently happens that less attention is paid to control and super- 
vision with this than with more expensive forms of construction, 
and it refers particularly to the steps taken to ensure uniform 
distribution of the tar and to the provision of sufficient time 
between spraying and allowing traffic on the new road. Reference 
is also made to an improved specification for road tar which 
has recently been drawn up by the British Road Tar Association 
in co-operation with the Department of Scientific and Industrial 
Research. Modern road tars are generally far in advance of 
the minimum requirements of the existing British Standard 
Specifications. As soon as circumstances permit, the new 
specification will be submitted to the B.S.I. for discussion and 
approval. In the meantime, it is good to note, the industry is 
working to the improved specification. In comparison with 
the existing specifications, the requirements of the new specifica- 
tion are in certain important respects more stringent. Also, 
three types of tar are specified. By asking for the appropriate 
type and viscosity the user is able to obtain a tar exactly suited 
to his requirements. 


VOLUNTARY FUEL ECONOMY 


HE public have been told and are being told, by broadcast 

and by Press advertisements, of the need to exercise the 

strictest possible economy in the use of all fuels—coal, coke, 
gas, oil, and electricity—to further the war effort. Essential 
war industries must be assured of adequate fuel supplies ; to this 
end drastic economy on the part of the domestic consumer is 
urged. As far as we know the Government do not at the moment 
intend to ration supplies of fuel and electricity, but ail the indus- 
tries concerned have been asked to consider a suitable fuel 
rationing scheme for non-industrial purposes should such a step 
be found necessary at a later date. The difficulties of intro- 
ducing and working an effective rationing scheme are many, 
and on many grounds it is to be Roped that no complicated 
and unwieldly compulsory plan will be adopted. The National 
Gas and Electricity Committee has, in fact, pointed this out to 
the Government, while expressing its keen desire to co-operate 
to the full with the responsible Department concerned. This 
willingness of the Gas Industry to work co-operatively with the 
Mines Department has been prominently in evidence ever since 
the outbreak of war. 

The National Fuel Economy Campaign now in being on a 
vigorous scale is to be still further developed by the Mines 
Department by further broadcast talks; and a film and fuel 
economy posters issued by the Department will, through the 
British Commercial Gas Association, be available to all gas 
undertakings. Talks to local organizations will be arranged 
through the machinery of the Ministry of Information. Gas 
undertakings generally, we feel, will be only too ready to par- 
ticipate in this effort to ensure voluntary economy—to secure 
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rom the public a response which will avert any form of com- 
pulsory rationing with its disproportionate trouble and expense. 
Voluntary economies in the millions of households throughout 
the country using gas for cooking, heating, and the provision of 
hot water can make an important contribution to war pro- 
duction; the need for the maximum amount of gas.in our 
munition factories requires no stressing, though we emphasize 
once again that the problem rests fundamentally with greater 
coal supplies for the making of this gas and the other essential 
materials produced at the same time. 

The British Commercial Gas Association has been active in 
many directions in its assistance in this scheme of voluntary 
fuel economy. Economy leaflets, cards, advertisements, and 
so on have been prepared—simple and inexpensive publicity 
material which is available to all gas undertakings for local 
co-operation. Lantern-slides, posters, and designs for showroom 
window displays are in hand and will shortly be available. - The 
immediate future should provide yet another demonstration 
by the Gas Industry to support to the full the requests of the 
Government. 


Slum Clearance 


Is the Gas Industry sharing in the “good deal of thinking” that 
“has to be done first” in connexion with the great slum clearance 
movement that was indicated in a recent broadcast to America by 
Professor Holford, a member of Lord Reith’s reconstruction staff at 
the Ministry of Works? The Industry can “deliver the goods” so 
far as public and domestic service is concerned provided it takes its 
proper share in the preliminary planning and in the working out of 
the various schemes which are now in the minds of the Ministry 
experts. ‘““We are out to complete with system and purpose what 
Hitler’s bombers have so aimlessly and cruelly begun—the clearing 
out of the slums,” said Professor Holford in reply to the cabled 
question from the United States: ‘‘Are there any plans for the elimina- 
tion of slums after the war in Great Britain and Northern Ireland 
cities?” He went on: “‘We have the will to rebuild after the war. 
Already, even in the midst of the conflict, we are out to find the way. 
We are finding out how the population has moved; whether, in fact, 
the tendency to leave the country for the town will be increased, 
slowed down, stopped, or even reversed after the war; what the 
pattern of living will be, following the new location of industry and 
the revival of agriculture; what standards of housing and planning 
we are to aim at, so as to give every man and woman a convenient 
and healthy place to work in, to play in, and to live in. We have 
got to make sure that we have the equipment and the labour with 
which to build; and the organization, the technical training, and the 
financial policy to enable us to build quickly and without waste of 
men or materials. The blue-prints are now being developed at the 
centre, and sooner or later the plans will spring up from every village, 
town, and city in these islands.’”’ What an opportunity these develop- 
ments will offer for gas, if the Industry can enlist the goodwill of the 
consultative panel on reconstruction. 


Personal 


The high esteem in which Mr. J. SANDON STusss is held on Mersey- 
side and by his own Board of Directors and staff has been exemplified 
by three presentations. On Sept. 17, at a meeting of the Merseyside 
Regional Gas Committee, the members presented him with a hand- 
some cut-glass decanter, and’Mr. Harry Hopkinson, Secretary of the 
Chester Gas Company, was delegated by the members to express 
appreciation of the work of Mr. Stubbs, not only in his capacity as 
Chairman of the first Regional Committee, but for his services to the 
Gas Industry over a long period of years. On Sept. 20 the various 
Departmental Chiefs of the Liverpool Gas Company held a luncheon 
to honour Mr. Stubbs, and presented him with a silver salver engraved 
with the name of each executive present at the luncheon. On Sept. 
22 the Chairman and Board of Directors of the Company added 
their appreciation and asked Mr. Stubbs to accept a silver tea and 
coffee service on a silver salver and a water colour painting of Radiant 
House by Walcott. 


* * * 


Mr. James HALL, Station Manager at Dalmarnock Gas-Works, 
Glasgow, has been appointed Station Manager at Provan Gas-Works, 
Glasgow. Mr. ANDREW SUTHERLAND, who has been Assistant 
Station Manager and Chief Chemist at Provan Gas-Works for some 
time, goes to Dalmarnock Gas-Works as Station Manager. 
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Obituary 
E. P. Stevenson 


Mr. ERNEST PERCY STEVENSON, who died at his residence at Finchley 
on Sept. 22, aged 64, came of a family of gas engineers, his grandfather, 
George Wilson Stevenson, and two uncles, Fletcher and Sidney 
Stevenson, being consultants, while his father, George Ernest Steven- 
son, is tragically remembered by the older generation of gas men as 
an engineer who lost his life in an explosion at one of the works of 
the Manchester Corporation some 40 years or more ago. 

Mr. Stevenson received his education at Aberdeen (Gordon’s 
College) and at Wolverhampton. After serving an apprenticeship 
in gas engineering, he went to Buenos Aires in 1902 as an Assistant 
in the service of the River Plate Gas Company. In 1909 he left 
South America on his appointment as Chief Engineer to the Milan 
Gas Undertaking, and in 1920 he moved to Rio de Janeiro to occupy 
a similar position there. In 1923 Mr. Stevenson was invited to take 
a part in the reorganization of the business and plant of the Primitiva 
Gas Company of Buenos Aires (which had suffered severely from 
conditions arising out of the Great War), and his work in this connex- 
ion constituted an important factor in that Company’s marked 
recovery. In 1930 the Board of the Company recalled him to London, 
where he acted as Technical Adviser until April of the present year, 
when, owing to ill health, he retired. . 

Mr. Stevenson leaves a widow, four sons, and two daughters. His 
second son, Bernard, after obtaining the degree of B.Sc.(Lond.), took 
up a position in Buenos Aires with the Primitiva Gas Company, thus 
making a chain of four generations serving the Gas Industry. Two 
sons have engineering appointments in India, but are at present 
serving with H.M. Forces, and the youngest son is studying at London 
for the B.Sc. degree. 


Two Appreciations 


Absorbed in his profession, Ernest Percy Stevenson was esteemed 
by those qualified to judge as an exceptionally well informed and 
competent engineer. He was modest and self-effacing to a fault, 
and had he employed his undoubted gifts more forcefully he might 
have made a still greater mark in his profession. To a wide circle 
of friends he was a popular figure, but ‘to the few who were his inti- 
mates he revealed a gentle and understanding nature, and an abound- 
ing capacity for friendship, which it was a privilege and a delight to 
share. His influence was wholly good and we shall remember him 
with gladness and thanksgiving. R.. G. 


The passing of E. P. Stevenson somewhat unexpectedly on Monday 
last came as a shock to his many friends, for in spite of his protracted 
illness he had made a wonderful recovery, and although but recently 
retired from commercial life, his social and masonic friends harboured 
the hope he would be spared for a further spell to enjoy the pleasures 
and amenities he so richly deserved. His presence at various meetings 
since the beginning of the year displayed indomitable courage, which 
was so much in evidence at the most critical time of his illness, and to 
Mrs. Stevens and family the most sincere sympathy will be extended 
in their irreparable loss. ‘“‘E. P.,’’ as he was familiarly known, was 
an accomplished craftsman in machine turning on ivory and African 
black woods, with which many of his friends are familiar, and the 
display in his cabinet at home evinced the many spare hours he must 
have devoted to his hobby with such marked success. There are 
others more competent to speak of his valuable contribution to the 
Gas Industry in foreign lands, but I should like to be allowed to bear 
testimony to the charm and kindliness he always displayed to his 
friends at home. His death leaves us all the poorer. eres 


* * * 


Mr. KENNETH MACKAY, Engineer and Manager of Oban and District 
Gas Company, Ltd., for the last 22 years has died. 


* * * 


Mrs. MADDEN and family have asked us to convey to all kind friends 
in the Gas Industry their sincere thanks for messages of sympathy, 
which are too numerous to answer personally and individually. 


1941 “Journal” Directory 


The following changes should be noted in order to keep the 
Directory up to date: 
Page 12. BROMSGROVE. J. S. Bird, E. M. & S.,. vice Alfred 
Bird, retired. 
50. eae G. Duncan, Station M. North Shields, 
retired. 
60. ST. IVES, CORNWALL. F. R. G. Grant, E. M. & S.., 
retiring. 
78. WOMBWELL. F. T. Hatswell, E. & M., vice E. J. 
Wellens, deceased. 
78. WOOLER. J. Cowans, S., deceased. 
96. BELFAST. J.D. Smith, E. M. & S., retiring. 
123. CHRISTCHURCH, NEW ZEALAND. E. F. Gorman, 
E., vice F. W. J. Belton, retired. 
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THE NATIONAL FEDERATION OF GAS COKE 
ASSOCIATIONS 


First Annual Report, period ended June 30, 1941 


The National Federation of Gas Coke Associations was formed at 
the beginning of 1939 to meet the need for a national coke organization 
adequately to represent and further the interests of the gas coke 
industry as a whole and in relation to other industries. 

The Federation’s main objects are: 

(a) To co-ordinate and carry out technical research. 

(b) To co-ordinate and carry out publicity and propaganda and 
the collection and distribution of information. 

(c) To — by every means the development of the coke 
market. : 

(d) To regulate the price of coke within the United Kingdom. 

(e) To co-operate with other Associations and bodies interested in 
the production, supply, or use of fuel in general and coke 
in particular. 


Membership and Administration 


District Coke Associations are eligible as members of the Federation, 
and up to date the following have joined. Brief particulars of the 
geographical boundaries of each are also given. 


Area. 

LONDON AND COUNTIES COKE ASSOCIATION.—The 
Counties of Bedfordshire (excluding the area of the Northampton Gas- 
light Company in Bedford and Buckingham), Berkshire, Buckingham- 
shire, Cambridgeshire (including Peterborough), Devonshire (includ- 
ing the areas of the Bude, Launceston and Saltash Gas Companies), 
Dorset, Essex, Hampshire, Hertfordshire, Huntingdonshire, Kent, 
London, Middlesex, Norfolk, Oxford, Somerset, Suffolk, Surrey, 
Sussex, and Wiltshire (including the areas of the Bath, Bristol and 
Swindon Gas Companies in Gloucestershire). 

MIDLAND COUNTIES COKE ASSOCIATION.—The Counties 
of Derby (excluding the areas of the Buxton, Glossop and Whaley 
Bridge Gas Companies), Gloucester (excluding the areas of the Bath, 
Bristol and Swindon Gas Companies), Hereford, Leicester, Lincoln, 
Northampton (excluding Peterborough and including the area of 
the Northampton Gaslight Company in Bedford and Buckingham), 
Nottingham, Rutland, Stafford, Shropshire, Warwick, and Worcester. 


Area. 


LANCASHIRE & DISTRICT COKE ASSOCIATION (including 
North Wales).—The Counties of Anglesey, Caernarvon, Cheshire 
(including the areas of the Glossop, Whaley Bridge and Buxton Gas 
Companies), Denbigh, Flint, Lancashire, and Merioneth. 

YORKSHIRE GAS COKE ASSOCIATION.—The East and West 
Ridings of Yorkshire and that part of the North Riding bounded 
on the north by a line drawn from Cayton Bay to West Tanfield. 

THE NORTH OF ENGLAND GAS COKE ASSOCIATION 
(formerly the Home Sales Coke Association). The Counties of 
Cumberland, Durham, Northumberland, Westmorland, and that 
part of the North Riding of Yorkshire lying north of a line drawn 
from Cayton Bay to West Tanfield. 

The Federation’s work is administered by a General Committee, 
and each member is entitled to appoint two representatives to that 
Committee and two alternate representatives. In addition to the 
above members who have their appointed representatives, it has teen 
allowed that the following organizations may have similar represen- 
tation on the Committee until their District Coke Associations have 
been formed, so that the Federation may be representative of the 
whole country. 

Area. 


SCOTLAND.—The whole of Scotland. 

SOUTH WALES.—The Counties of Brecknock, Cardigan, Car- 
marthen, Glamorgan, Monmouth, Montgomery, Pembroke, and 
Radnor. 

CORNWALL.—The County of Cornwall, excluding the areas of 
the Bude, Launceston and Saltash Gas Companies. 


The Chairman of the General Committee is Mr. R. W. Foot. 


District Secretaries. 


London and Counties Coke Assoc. Yorkshire Gas Coke Assoc. 

Miss C. A. WOOSTER, C. BATEMAN, 

Gas Industry House, 48, James Street, Harrogate. 

1, Grosvenor Place, London, North of England Gas Coke 

S.W. 1. Assoc. 
S. BLACK, 
Midland Counties Coke Assoc. 30, Grainger Street, 

Miss O. A. PRICE, Newcastle-on-Tyne, 1. 

King Edward House, 

135, New Street, Birmingham, 2. 

South Wales. 

E. M. Epwarps, 

Wales & Monmouthshire 
Assoc. of Gas Engineers & 
Managers, 18, Station Road, 
Port Talbot. 


Lancashire & District Coke Assoc. 
W. STEPHENSON, 
38, Kennedy St., Manchester. 





Scotland. 
W. R. DRUMMOND, 
National Gas Organizations 
in Scotland, 
48, George St., Glasgow, C. 2. 


Cornish Gas Assoc. 
J. H. NEWTON, 
Gas Offices, Penzance: 


Finance 


It is intended that as soon as practicable the Federation shall 
become a self-supporting body financially, and provision for this has 
been made in its Constitution and Rules. In the meantime, 
however, and until the Federation is sufficiently representative, its 
expenses have been met by a grant from the National Gas Council. 
The General Committee have in turn asked the London and Counties 
Coke Association to provide office accommodation in Gas Industry 
House, and secretarial and other services. 


Report on Working 


The Federation, being a pre-war organization, was intended to be a 
national coke organization to further the interests of coke. In July, 
1939, at the request of the Government, it obtained from over 95% 
of the gas coke industry an assurance that “‘in the event of war this 
Undertaking will not increase any prices then being charged for coke 
ex cpt after due consultation and agreement with the Secretary for 
Mines ‘through the National Federation of Gas Coke Associations.” 
That assurance was extremely valuable, inasmuch as it made the issue 
of a Government Order for gas-works coke prices unnecessary, so 
that while there is a wholesale coal prices Order controlling the dis- 
tributive margin and a retail coal prices Order controlling the sale 
of all coke delivered retail, the price of gas coke sold ex works is 
governed by the above pre-war assurance. 

The outbreak of war in September, 1939, followed so closely the 
formation of the Federation that its main work has been in connexion 
with wartime conditions. These fall under several headings, and the 
following appear to warrant special mention. 


A. Co-cpezation with Hard Coke Producers 


From the commencement the Federation has maintained contact 
with the British Hard Coke Association on all matters of common 
interest, and it has been possible for the two industries to settle their 
differences and make joint application to the Mines Department in 
connexion with coke price increases and coke matters. Up to the 
present, the principal points for discussion have been price questions, 
but collaboration on technical matters is also desirable, and a Joint 
Technical Committee is being set up to discuss subjects of interest to 
both industries, including the sizing of gas and hard cokes. 


B. Coke Price Increases. 


Since the war the Federation’s work has been mainly in connexion 
with coke prices and it has been instrumental in obtaining authoriza- 
tion for a number of general coke price increases and several indi- 
vidual increases, and it would have been difficult to deal with these 
so speedily or so effectively in any other way. 

In negotiating these price increases, two important principles have 
béen established, namely, that increases shall apply not to different 
makes of coke but to areas—i.e., that all coke (except foundry and 
blast furnace coke) so/d in any area, no matter what its origin, shall 
take the increase applicable to that area. Secondly, increases have 
been co-ordinated and applied equally to gas and hard coke by arrange- 
ment with the British Hard Coke Association, and these have been 
maintained with few exceptions. 


C. National Solid Smokeless Fuels Efficiency 
Campaign 


In the autumn of 1940 representatives of the gas amd hard coke 
industries joined with representatives of the South Wales Anthracite 
and Dry Steam Coal Committee in a campaign sponsored by the 
Mines Department for the promotion of economy and efficiency in 
the use of solid smokeless fuels. The Committee set up produced 
and circulated throughout the country during the winter of 1940/41 
more than two million copies of three brochures intended for con- 
sumers, as follows: (a) Central heating plants ; (6) domestic hot water 
boilers; (c) small steam raising plants. 

In addition pamphlets of a more detailed and technical nature were 
prepared and distributed to producers and others engaged in the 
maintenance and servicing of those plants. The cost of this campaign 
was borne by the three industries concerned, proportionately to the 
tonnage of fuel produced by each. Subsequently the Department 
decided for reasons of policy to abandon the campaign in certain 
parts of the country, but the copies of the literature are still available, 
and the campaign can be revived as and when necessary. 
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General 


In general, it is felt that the Federation’s work during its period 
of operation, which has been mostly under wartime conditions, has 
been beneficial both to its members and, in turn, to individual under- 
takings, and much of its work, such as the co-ordination of coke 
prices and the working arrangements with the hard coke producers, 
will have post-war benefits. It is considered important that each 
member and potential member shall make every effort to strengthen 
its organization, and it is hoped that all undertakings in the country 
will lend support to this end by joining their appropriate Coke Asso- 
ciation. Wartime conditions have proved the need for effective 
co-ordination, and it seems that post-war conditions will find that 
need greater when supplies of all smokeless fuels become readily 
available. 





BRITISH HARD COKE ASSOCIATION 

At a meeting of representatives of coke oven undertakings held in 
London recently, arrangements were completed for the organization 
of the coke oven industry with a view to ensuring the maximum 
possible effort of that industry in assisting the prosecution of the war. 

At the meeting, the British Hard Coke Association was formed, 
representing 98% of the total production of coke oven plants in the 


United Kingdom, and the following members of the Executive Com- 
mittee have been appointed to conduct the affairs of the Association: 
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Mr. Ralph Alsop, C.B.E. (Chairman). 

Mr. W. J. Dobson, Mr. J. Y. Feggetter, Mr. G. W. Patrick 
(Durham and Cleveland). 

Mr. G. A. Hebden, Mr. W. B. Archer, Mr. N. E. Webster, Mr. 
G. E. Chicken (Yorkshire and Lincolnshire). 

Mr. H. Watson Smith, Mr. F. Scopes (Derby and Notts, Stafford- 
shire and Northampton). 

Mr. F. G. Macalpine, Mr. R. D. McCowan (Lancashire and 
Cumberland). 

Captain.T. H. Thorneycroft, Mr. P. Baxter (Scotland). 

Mr. Ewart R. Evans, Mr. G. D. Budge, Mr. E. Julian Pode (South 
Wales and Monmouthshire). 


Mr. Leslie O’Connor is the Director of the Association and Mr. F. 
Greenwell Secretary. 

The Secretary for Mines has expressed the desire that this Com- 
mittee should act in an advisory capacity to the Mines Department. 

Mr. Ralph Alsop is a Director and General Manager of the Consett 
Iron Co., Ltd., and was, until last year, Deputy Controller of Iron 
and Steel Supplies at the Ministry of Supply. He was Chairman of 
the International Coke Cartel for three consecutive years, and is also 
Chairman of the British Coke Export Sales Corporation. 

The objects of the Association are (a) to provide for the organiza- 
tion and development of the Hard Coke Industry, and (5) to maintain 
and develop stable and satisfactory relations with organizations 
representing gas coke production and other related industries and 
interests. 


PLANNING FOR THE FUTURE 


WALES AND MONMOUTHSHIRE ASSOCIATION DISCUSSION 


E complete to-day our extended report of the proceedings at 

the recent meeting in Cardiff, by dealing with the remaining 

two of the four Institution Symposium papers that were 
discussed on that occasion, under the Presidency of Mr. J. F. Rust, 
of Newport. The debates on the two others were reported in our 
pages last week. The discussions which have been reserved for this 
issue are those on the paper by Mr. R. J. Rogers, entitled “The 
Standardization of Consumers’ Appliances as a Post-War Policy,” and 
that by Col. W. Moncrieff Carr on ‘“‘The Future Grouping of Gas 
Undertakings.” 


STANDARDIZATION OF APPLIANCES 


Mr. B. J. Bell (Cardiff), opening the discussion on standardization 
of consumers’ appliances, said that some years ago he had had the 
privilege of deputizing for Mr. Madden as a member of the Gas Meters 
Committee of The Institution of Gas Engineers, who completed their 
work and published the “I.G.E. Gas Meter Specification” in 1935. 
During the course of the deliberations of that Committee the manu- 
facturing members frequently mentioned that they were making 
scores of different meters; for not only were many types in demand, 
but also variations in each of the ranges due to the special requirements 
of gas undertakings. It was fully expected that when the “D”’ series 
of I.G.E. meters was placed on the market, the general demand would 
simplify the problem; but he had it on reliable authority that the 
manufacturers still found it necessary to make a large number of 
different meters to satisfy customers’ demands. Was it because 
standardization was not popular that such an effort had secured such 
meagre results, or was there some other factor operating? Even Mr. 
Rogers had to express disappointment, for he said: ‘“‘The idea of 
standardization is not new, but past experiences are not very encou- 
raging.”’ From this it would appear that the same fate might overtake 
any future work in the same direction, unless the main retarding 
factor was discovered and removed. 

Looking at the published contributions to the discussion on the 
standardization of appliances, it would be seen that, while there was 
general agreement with the principle, there was great diversity of 
opinion on certain aspects which, if taken into account, would go a 
long way towards defeating the project. All this must be ironed out, 
but that, in his opinion, could not be done by setting up a National 
Committee and (because of the time taken for such a Committee to 
arrive at conclusions) forgetting the whole subject until a specification 
of standardization was published. If the idea was to become effective, 
there must be a real demand by those interested in the sale of appliances, 
and this could be engendered only by the wide publicity of full and 
frank discussion. For this reason he welcomed the present discussion 
on the papers on standardization submitted recently to the Institution. 
He was convinced that this was a necessary prelude to further action. 
Indeed, he felt that, so far as domestic gas appliances were concerned, 
it would be an advantage if both the Junior Associations and the 
Salesmen’s Circles were afforded an opportunity of discussing the 
question. The wider the basis of opinion upon which standardization 
was founded, the more likely was the success of any Committee in 
achieving practical results and the general adoption of their recom- 
mendations. Mr. Rogers’ proposals were more general than concrete, 
and for this very reason his suggestions left room for the necessary 
detailed discussion. 

It might be thought that the reaction of users of appliances should 
have predominant cunsideration, but he did not believe that consumers 
were greatly interested. If, therefore, they might assume that con- 


sumers’ satisfaction was not affected by standardization, the most 
important factor was the extent to which the proposals would benefit 
gas undertakings. 


Claims for Rational Standardization 


Proceeding, Mr. Bell said it seemed to be generally admitted that, 
for the time being at any rate, total standardization was impracticable, 
and that only what Mr. Rogers designated Rational Standardization 
was feasible. This, it was claimed, possessed the advantages of 
enabling manufacturers to produce appliances on the most expeditious 
and economical lines, and of providing simplified fitting and main- 
tenance by gas undertakings. Any means by which these benefits 
could be obtained must be wholeheartedly supported. It might be 
justifiably assumed that economical production would be reflected in 
decreased prices, as otherwise there would be no mutual advantage. 
So far as fittings and maintenance were concerned, nothing could be 
more welcome than simplification, and the consequent saving in 
storage space, labour, and other costs due to interchangeability. 
Although immediate results might be hoped for by economical pro- 
duction, it would be many years before any real benefit might be 
expected in respect of reductions in maintenance costs, consequent 
upon the necessary upkeep of appliances already installed. In this 
matter, it was inevitable, therefore, that a long view should be taken. 

Something, however, should be done, and Mr. Rogers had clearly 
indicated what, in his opinion, might be the starting-point. His 
“classification” was sound, and revealed a great amount of thought. 

The inclusion of fixed nipples for both cookers and fires among the 
advantages of standardization would meet with general approval, 
even though it carried with it the necessity for governed appliances. 
The complicated adjusters and injectors were a credit to scientific 
production, but a source of difficulty on the district. Various pressures 
defeated efficient and economical combustion, and therefore a governor 
was desirable. The time had come when this should be admitted, 
and governors be more generally adopted. Fixed nipples, with 
governors and thermostat calibration and mounting, seemed to make 
a good starting-point; other suggestions would fall into line in due 
course. If, as he thought was the case, there was a consensus of 
opinion that standardization, even in a modified form, presented 
worth-while advantages, then they should give it wholehearted support. 


Lady Demonstrator Investigators 


The large number of speakers who raised points in the discussion 
was proof of the interest taken in this aspect of standardization. 
Included among them were the following: 

Mr. W. H. Johns (Swansea) said that, to his mind, the paper by Mr. 
Rogers dealt with one of the most complex questions that they could 
be called upon to consider, and by the remarks that Mr. Bell had made 
he was afraid the subject had not been rendered any easier for dis- 
cussion. There were so many points to be taken into account, and 
various parties to consider. It seemed to him that through their 
lady demonstrators they should be able to ascertain the views of the 
consumers. In the case of his own household, several suggestions 
had been made by his wife as to how she would design a cooker. 
Therefore he thought it would be a good thing to get their lady demon- 
strators to find out from the housewives who used these appliances 
just what their real troubles were, and so see what would be the most 
advantageous steps to take. They wanted to give service to the 
consumers, who kept them in their jobs and found for them their 








tt 
on 
of 
so 


(in 
ns 
nd 


ost 
efit 


at, 
dle, 
ion 

of 
us 
\in- 
fits 


| in 
ge. 


q In 
ity. 
ro- 


ent 
this 
on. 

urly 
His 
ht. 

the 
val, 
ces. 
tific 
ires 
nor 
ted, 
vith 
ake 
due 
; of 
ited 
ort. 


sion 
ion. 


Mr. 
suld 
ade 
dis- 
and 
heir 
’ the 
ions 
ker. 
non- 
nces 
nost 

the 
their 





October |, 194] 


bread and butter, and if they could get from the actual users their 
opinions as to what things were most desirable, then they should 
accord these opinions the fullest consideration. They did have a 
standard cooker designed some time ago, which might have been a 
success in the tests in the factories in which it was designed, but did 
not “get over” to the public. 

Mr. J. Powdrill (Pontypool) asked : “‘Do we want standardization in 
the home ?” He thought there was a definite limit to this stan- 
dardization, and that they did not want a standard cooker. 

Mr. J. H. Canning (Newport) remarked that one of the charms of 
their womenfolk .was to be found in their diversities. He felt very 
strongly that, if they were to have an absolutely standardized cooker 
in regard to performance and design, they would have first of all to 
standardize women, which would be a most deplorable thing to do. 
Standardization might bring about stagnation. He would be very 
sorry if this country had gone into the present war with a standard 
aeroplane; it was the competition between the various types that was 
giving us the best. He quite agreed that they could standardize some 
parts of the cooker, while varying the design. 

Mr. H. Matterface (Monmouth) thought that they wanted more 
standardization, and that they should begin with coal. 

Mr. Eric Jones said he felt, with regard to appliances, that it was 
standardization of performance which was required, and not stan- 
dardization of design. 

Mr. W. Clark Jackson (Neath) asked the question: “Where does 
standardization take us with regard to the makers?” Until they 
could get some assurance from manufacturers that they were prepared 
among themselves to standardize with a view to reducing prices very 
considerably, he was against standardization. 

Mr. R. H. Bone (Cardiff), referring to what had been said regarding 
approaching housewives through lady demonstrators, said his experi- 
ence had been that a good many consumers did not know themselves 
what they wanted, and very often it was through the publicity of 
makers that they were induced ‘to buy a certain appliance. On the 
subject of multiplicity of designs, it had to be remembered that in the 
past some manufacturers had been asked to supply appliances em- 
bracing various different points of construction, and that, in order to 
secure business, they had been only too willing to do so. 

Mr. K. E. Tiddy (Carmarthen) said he had found that the use of a 
governor on cookers reduced the gas consumption and secured a 
correct flame ; and he did not have any new cookers without governors. 

Mr. R. S. Snelling (Newport) thought it would not be wise to stan- 
dardize without considering the builders and architects. There had 
been a tendency of late for kitchens, bathrooms, grates, &c., to shrink 
in size, and there would be danger in proceeding to standardize 
without first taking prevailing tendencies into account. Any stan- 
dardization they did decide upon should be elastic, if they were to 
obtain the fullest value from it. 


GROUPING OF UNDERTAKINGS 


Mr. W. T. Kenshole (Merthyr), introducing the last discussion on 
the agenda—that on the paper by Col. W. M. Carr dealing with “‘The 
Future Grouping of Gas Undertakings”—said it was a very thorny 
subject, and one which was not new, because they had seen the 
grouping of undertakings taking place over a long period of years, 
going back to 1914. They realized that probably what had held up 
the grouping had been the divergent interests which were involved. 
He thought the way in which they should approach the subject was 
by cutting this aspect out of their minds entirely for the time being, 
because the matter must be approached from the national point of 
view. Coal being the greatest national asset, the greatest use must 
be made of it. Quite recently a Committee had been formed for 
Fuel Consumption Research. It was a very representative Com- 
mittee, embracing various important industries. What was at the 
back of this, ordinary people like themselves did not know, but 
undoubtedly it aimed at the development of the fuel industries of the 
country so that the best possible use might be made of the greatest 
national asset. Now, for some considerable time past it had been 
apparent that there had existed in the minds of the engineers of their 
Industry a general uneasiness as to the future, and this uneasiness 
had been partly due to the actions of the various Government Depart- 
ments who had shown marked bias. Prior to the outbreak of the 
present war it was becoming increasingly evident that the consumption 
per consumer was falling. This tendency could be accounted for to 
some extent by the better type of apparatus that was being employed 
and by the changing habits of the people. Generally such increases in 
output as were being experienced were due to the growth of popula- 
tion in particular areas. They knew what competition they were 
experiencing, and they felt they were in large measure affected by the 
increase in costs of production. To his mind, this was where the 
question of grouping should be of interest to the Gas Industry, inas- 
much as it would enable carbonizing plants to be erected in strategic 
areas on a medium or large scale, with full chemical control, embracing 
benzole washing and removal of sulphur, and producing gas of a type 
which they as engineers realized was essential for the well-being of the 
Industry. 

So far the question of grouping had been approached in two 
different ways. There had been the activities of holding companies in 
the period immediately prior to the war, and there had been in some 
degree the amalgamation of smaller concerns with larger undertakings 
in particular areas. The difficulty they were faced with to-day was: 
“What is to be the national fuel policy?” There was obviously 
something at the back of the Committee that had been formed. Was 
their policy to be one of complete gasification, or was it to be on the 
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lines of the present gas cum coke process? The future grouping of 
undertakings in any area would be influenced by the geographical 
distribution of industry, upon which a Government inquiry had been 
held, though up to the present no report had been issued. Another 
question which was going to affect the fuel industries was the guaran- 
teed working week of colliers. What was going to happen to the 
coal that was produced which could not be stocked? He personally 
felt that, as regarded areas such as, say, Lancashire, where there was 
a fairly dense population and concentration of industry, the question 
of grouping was a comparatively simple one, but when one came to 
parts of the country differently circumstanced, the difficulties appeared 
to be almost insurmountable by any means other than nationalization, 
and God forbid that they should have that! Therefore he was forced 
to the conclusion that, as the result of the moves that were evidently 
being made to-day, they were likely to see some proposal whereby 
coal processing stations would be established and the whole of the fuel 
industries be put on more rational lines, and possibly the gas-works 
as they knew them to-day being extinct in a matter of ten years. 


Suggestions by the Author 


Col. Carr had written a letter expressing his regret at being unable 
to attend the meeting, and adding: “Had I been able to attend, I would 
have amplified the general observations contained in my paper by 
saying that I believe the most urgent and vital problem which lies 
before our Industry is the post-war planning of reconstruction. The 
Institution of Gas Engineers has set up Committees to consider four 
specific aspects, but the major question of regional planning and 
grouping of undertakings to make the smallest undertaking a com- 
petitive factor in the national fuel scheme is the outstanding problem. 

“In many areas I believe that the setting up of distribution com- 
panies on the lines of the West Yorkshire Gas Distribution Company 
may prove an effective and satisfactory basis of co-ordinating gas 
supplies. Such companies, of course, would be statutory, and, where 
necessary, could be jointly owned by municipalities and privately 
owned undertakings they are designed to serve, with suitable repre- 
sentation. I consider that a definite plan should be prepared by the 
National Committee which will provide for the link-up of the largest 
and most efficient manufacturing stations, and the utilization of coke 
oven and other gas where available; if and when this general idea is 
formulated, that district committees should be set up to prepare area 
schemes. I stated in my paper that such schemes would not envisage 
the physical linking-up of manufacturing plants except where it could 
be proved to be economic. . 

“There is no doubt that there is a great desire for the strengthening 
of our status politically. Our experience is that we are often made 
the ‘whipping boys’ by Government Departments, and our interests 
suffer in comparison with those of the politically stronger organiza- 
tions looking afte -:oal, oil, and electricity. It is essential, therefore, 
that a national piau in the widest sense should be formulated—that 
the solution of this vital problem should not be left to a number of 
committees set up by various bodies, but that the strongest national 
committee possible should be set up under the aegis of the British Gas 
Federation, which was set up originally in order that the Industry 
could lay claim to a representative body. This Committee could then 
allocate the work of detailed economic and technical investigation to 
sub-committees drawn from the most suitable personnel available 
within, and where necessary without, the Industry.” 


National Reconstruction 


Mr. Ernest Ablett (Swansea) said it would be impossible to empha- 
size strongly enough the fact that the question of reconstruction 
should be approached with the widest possible vision. Mr. George 
Dixon, late President of the Institution, considered it desirable, and 
he thought rightly, to give some definition of reconstruction. Recon- 
struction within the Gas Industry would, however, have to follow the 
pattern of national reconstruction, and that pattern was likely to be 
very different if peace came to-morrow from what it would be if peace 
came a year hence, and different again if peace came two years hence. 
To plan reconstruction properly now they must do their best to 
envisage the conditions likely to appertain in the post-war years; and 
it seemed to him that most of the contributions already made to the 
subject were based upon a too ready assumption that post-war con- 
ditions were going to be, fundamentally, very little different from pre- 
war conditions. Personally, he did not accept this basis. This war 
was for us like no other war. It was being called a “Total War” and in 
the Fighting Services and in the Civil Defence Services men and 
women were being called up to work shoulder to shoulder. He 
suggested that these same men and women were going to demand, 
when the war was over, such reconstruction as would produce for 
them a “Total Peace.” Already there were indications that in national 
reconstruction there would be a greater consideration than ever before 
for the masses—that we were to be a more democratic democracy . 
There might come changes in the country’s political system; there 
might come changes in methods of finance; and there might come 
State ownership or increased State control of basic industries and 
public utilities. In view of these possibilities, he hoped that care 
would be taken that consideration of this problem should not suffer 
by disproportionate recitals of the advantages and disadvantages of 
holding companies. 

The future of the Gas Industry might be largely dependent upon 
the future of the coal industry, but in his opinion it was more likely to 
be dependent upon one comprehensive policy so determined as to 
give the best results nationally in respect of all fuels. It would 
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probably develop on the lines of regionalization, under one fountain 
head. Provided it did not detract from the war effort, he was 
definitely in favour of planning now, and that such planning be done 
as far as possible within the Industry, and not be left to Government 
Departments, civil servants, or so-called experts from outside. But 
planning must be conducted not only with a recognition of what were 
major, and what were minor, issues, but also with some idea as to the 
order of priority in which those major issues were to receive attention 
when the day of peace dawned. 


Scientific Geographical Grouping 


Mr. J. Powdrill (Pontypool) remarked that he did not think anyone 
could visualize what would be the position of the fuel industries after 
the war. There were, as Mr. Ablett had just remarked, going to be 
big changes, and the question he would like to ask was: “Are we, as 
an Industry, viewing this matter with the seriousness that it deserves ?” 
He felt they were all agreed that material benefits to gas consumers 
must result from planned and scientific geographical grouping. From 
the Press reports of written contributions to the discussion on Col. 
Carr’s paper, there could be no doubt that the main body of opinion 
in the Industry was in favour of undertakings being grouped, and 
also that only by some system of grouping could material benefits 
result for gas consumers. Where grouping had taken place, this 
action had resulted in benefits to gas consumers. Of this there could 
be no doubt. Holding companies had recently laid more stress upon 
geographical grouping than upon the angle of acquiring undertakings ; 
and it was impossible to be in disagreement with proposals of this 
character. But had this or the investment of capital been the main 
purpose of the holding company movement? He had assumed that 
holding companies had invested their capital in the soundest invest- 
ment they could find available at the time of their inception, and he 
thought it was reasonable to assume that if a more profitable and safer 
investment had been available their money would have been invested 
in that direction. They had been told that certain people controlling 
holding companies were financial experts, and therefore it was only 
logical to suggest that the Gas Industry must be a sound investment. 
This brought to the forefront a problem—namely, if a gas company 
was purchased by a holding company, the purchase must be considered 
a sound investment by the holding company’s financial experts, and 
thus the gas company’s shareholders had the very difficult task of 
investing their capital to better advantage than the financial experts 
were able to do. He made no pretention to a knowledge of finance, 
but this was a problem to which he had not been able to find a satis- 
factory answer. Those of them who were connected with company 
undertakings had a duty to the shareholders, and the matter became 
very complex when the question of grouping arose, and who should 
be the authority for forming gas undertakings into groups. It had 
been suggested that the Industry should do this work within itself, to 
anticipate Government control or interference. 


Advantages of Larger Units 


At the meeting of their Association in 1930, Mr. D. W. Davies, of 
Tredegar, asked an interesting question. It was, how could amal- 
gamation help him, as he was selling gas at 9.9d. per therm, unless it 
was that he absorbed some of the larger undertakings. After con- 
sidering the different aspects of the case, he (Mr. Powdrill) carefully 
analysed the last full printed statistics in the Technical Press Year 
Books, to see if the acquiring of gas undertakings by holding companies 
revealed any obvious beneficial results to gas consumers. The whole 
of the undertakings in England and Wales were listed as to annual 
sales, number of consumers, and prices charged to ordinary and pre- 
payment consumers—with the exception of undertakings selling less 
than 25 million cu.ft. per annum, and the ten London Companies. 
The remaining 467 undertakings, representing 7 million consumers, 
were placed in five groups, the company and local authority owned 
undertakings being kept separate from those controlled by holding 
companies. 


FIVE-GROUP ANALYSIS MADE BY Mr. POWDRILL. 











Companies and local Companies and local Holding 
authorities Holding authorities. companies, 
P —_—_——___ companies. Average Average 
Million Number of Number Price per Therm Price per Therm 
Group cu. ft. under- of under- = ——+—_—__ a 
takings takings P.P. Ord. P.P. Ord. 
I 25to100 . 146 . 51 « aftr . 19 «fags 1/0.85 
2 - 200 ,, 290. . 96 ‘ 36 - S55 .. see. tina . 11.5 
3 - 250 , 500... 37 : 14 - 10.96 . Ot8 . tit ‘ 10.71 
4 - 500,,1000 . 36 . 9 - 10.39 . 9.17. I/- ‘; 10.15 
5 . Above 1,000 40 : 2 ‘i 98. 8.4 . 308. 9.85 
Totals - 355 >) 28 - 1.78 . 10.43 . 1/1.75 . 11.88 


Referring to the prices shown by his analysis, Mr. Powdrill pointed 
out that when the grouping had been completed it was strikingly clear 
that the claims for concentrating small units into larger units was 
borne out. Undertakings in the first group—i.e., those selling from 
25 to 100 million cu.ft.—totalled 197; while the average price of gas 
to prepayment consumers was Is. 1.1d. per therm for undertakings 
other than those controlled by holding companies, and 1s. 2.58d. 
per therm in the case of holding companies. The corresponding 
figures in the fifth group—i.e., those undertakings selling more than 
1,000 million cu.ft.—were 9.8d. and 11.6d. per therm respectively, 
again for prepayment consumers. This showed an average reduction 
between the first group and the fifth group in the selling price of gas 
to prepayment consumers of about 3d. per therm, or no less than 
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33%. As one progressed from one group to the next, a definite 
reduction in the selling price of gas was generally apparent, both in 
he case of the holding companies and the other undertakings. 

Referring to the figures from another aspect, Mr. Powdrill concluded 
by saying that the most surprising result to him of the analysis was the 
consistently greater average price being charged in each group by 
holding companies as compared with other undertakings in the same 
block. : 


Who is to Act? 


Mr. E. M. Edwards (Port Talbot) said that the first point which 
occurred to him in connection with this question of post-war recon- 
struction was: ‘“‘Who is to act, and who is to speak, for the Gas 
Industry ?”” They had, he said, many sections, but they had not one 
body who could say: “‘We speak for the Gas Industry.”” There was 
a definite trend towards nationalization of all essential public services, 
and this being the case it was very necessary to have one body to 
represent the Gas Industry. The part that gas would have to play 
would largely depend upon the way in which such a body could put 
the case for the Industry. Whether they liked it or not, they could 
make up their minds to a Ministry of Fuel. 

Mr. W. Clark Jackson (Neath) thought it could not be gainsaid 
that the smaller undertakings did benefit by their bigger brothers; 
this had been their experience in South Wales. Again, there was 
definitely greater stability in grouping. Where grouping was in 
being, there was a greater inherent strength to cope with difficult 
times. Let them for a moment consider the groups recently set up in 
North and South Wales in connexion with mutual aid for A.R.P. 
services. It struck him very forcibly that here was something that 
was a definite move forward. Smaller undertakings could not afford 
this and that, but a group could. He believed that by the aid of this 
grouping they could achieve greater efficiency. They had got to face 
up to something on a much broader basis than had existed in the past. 
He thought there was ultimately going to be grouping; but they wanted 
concentrated groupings, under geographical conditions suitable for 
intimate control and management. 


Modern Screening Plant 


Screening installations for collieries and gas-works are featured in 
a new 24-page catalogue issued by Niagara Screens (Gt. Britain), Ltd., 
Enfield. A foreword points out that the Niagara vibratory screen 
was developed and perfected after a long experience with screening 
problems, and its present form is the result of scientific investigation 
combined with practical knowledge of the requirements of industrial 
screening. While vibration is an essential characteristic of. the 
‘“Niagara”’ system, the screens are so constructed as to eliminate all 
external vibration, and the multiple deck construction effects a big 
saving in floor space. The screens are built with single, double, 
triple, and quadruple decks, and one typi. 'ustration shows a 
three-decker screening coal ranging from cobbles to slack, all oversize 
being removed ‘from the bulk at each succeeding deck. Another page 
shows full details of an up-to-date coke screening plant lay-out for 
gas-works, in which a belt conveyor feeds a single deck screen which 
acts as a scalper, removing all plus 24 in. coke. The minus 2} in. 
coke falls on to another belt conveyor which feeds a double-deck 
screen, and the latter grades the coke into 0 to 4 in. breeze, 4 to 14 in. 
and 14 to 24 in., each grading being discharged into its respective 
bunker. The makers have supplied many screening and handling 
plants for gas-works use; they make the complete equipment, includ- 
ing bunkers, conveyors, elevators, and supporting structures. The 
various gradings are automatically obtained with the minimum of 
breakage, even with the softest coal. Where dustless operation is 
needed, the screens can be totally enclosed. The catalogue includes a 
list of some 500 users of “‘Niagara”’ screens, of whom about a hundred 
are utilizing them for the screening and grading of coal and coke; sand 
and gravel, crushed stone, and ore are the other principal fields of 
activity. 


Trading Bulletin 


One of the most useful wartime publications we have seen so far 
is the Wartime Trading Bulletin, a monthly confidential report devoted 
to current industrial and commercial conditions, of which we have 
received a review copy from Mr.*R. Derwent Savage, Managing 
Editor, Henrietta House, Henrietta Street, W.C. 2. The Bulletin, 
which is sold by subscription only, summarizes the effects of new 
controls and regulations, points out trade opportunities, reviews 
up-to-date conditions in trade and industry, and includes special 
articles on such questions as Anglo-American trade relations. It is 
running a series of functional surveys of Government Departments, 
the Ministry of Works being the subject of a 20-page article in the 
issue under review. Here are two small but important items from the 
reference section of the same number: Requests for recommendations 
in support of applications for exit permits for commercial journeys 
abroad should be addressed to the Department of Overseas Trade 
(Exit Permit Section), Millbank, S.W. 1; railway companies are no 
longer obliged to accept consignments addressed to premises in 
Birmingham, Brighton, Bristol, Edinburgh, Gateshead, Glasgow, 
Hove, Leeds, Liverpool, London, Manchester, Newcastle-on-Tyne, 
Salford, and Sheffield unless the addresses given include the number 
or the letter and number, as the case may be, of the postal district 
concerned. 
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Gas Products Prices 


The London Market 


. Sept. 29. 


Prices of Coal Tar Products in the London 
market remain at about the following levels: 

Pitch nominal; creosote about 5d.; refined 
tar 33d. to 4d. ; pure toluene under the Ministry 
of Supply Toluene No. 2 Order 2s. 5d.; pure 
benzole 1s. 10d.; 95/160 solvent naphtha 
2s. Sd. to 2s. 8d., and 90/160 pyridine 13s. 6d. ; 
all per gallon naked; refined crystal naphtha- 
lene £23 per ton in bags. All prices are ex 
Makers’ Works. 


The Provinces 
Sept. 29. 


The average prices of gas-works products 
during the week were: Pitch and Crude Tar,* 
Toluole, naked, North, 1s. 10d. (controlled by 
the Control of Toluene No. 2 Order, July 5, 
which fixes the maximum price at which this 
material may be sold). Coal tar, crude 
naphtha, in bulk, North, 11d. to 1s. Solvent 
naphtha, naked, North, 1s. 9d. to Is. 10d. 
Heavy naphtha, North, Is. 9d. to Is. 10d. 
Creosote, ex works, in bulk, North, liquid and 
salty, 44d. to 43d.; Scotland, 44d. to 4}d.; 
low gravity, 44d. to 4d. Fuel Grade, 4d. to 
44d. Carbolic acid, 60’s, 3s. 74d. to 3s. 9d. 
Naphthalene, £15 to £20. Salts, drained, £6 
to £6 10s.; whizzed 72°, £7 15s.; 78°, £9 5s. 
Anthracene prices fixed by Controller. Heavy 
oil: Unfiltered anthracene oil (min. gr. 1,080), 
6d. to 64d.; filtered heavy oil (min. gr. 1,080), 
6}d. to 7d.; heavy anthracene oil gr. less than 
1,080, 53d. to 6d. 

*In regard to pitch and crude tar prices we would 


ask readers to refer to the editorial note on p. 396 of 
the “TournaL” for Sept. ro. 


Subject to the Approval of the Town Council 
Darlington Gas Committee has decided to 
reduce the price of gas to all consumers by 
means of a 10% rebate, as from Nov. 13. 

Mansfield’s next Mayor will be Councillor 
C. H. Langham, Chairman of the Gas Com- 
mittee for four years and a member of the 
Town Council since 1931. 

The Directors of Coatbridge Gas Company 
are offering for sale by tender £25,000 5% 
Preference Stock, or such amount of stock as 
with premiums will realize a sum of £25,000, 
redeemable at par in 1956, at a minimum 
price of £100 per £100 stock. Treasury 
consent to the issue has been given. 

Dublin Gas Sales during the half-year ended 
June 30 last reveal some increase when com- 
pared with those in the corresponding period 
of the previous year. The actual figures shown 
in the accounts of the Alliance and Dublin 
Consumers’ Gas Company are: June half-year 
1940—7,540,187 therms; June half-year 1941 
—7,579,253 therms. The increase has been 
under the heading of ordinary consumers; 
both prepayment meter supplies and public 
lighting showing a small decline. The balance 
carried to Profit and Loss Account is £80,875, 
which compares with £69,008 a year ago. 
Having regard, however, to the difficulties 
which are being experienced in maintaining 
supplies of coal and other materials, the 
Directors recommend the payment of a divi- 
dend on the consolidated ordinary stock of the 
Company at the rate of 5% per annum, and 
the appropriation of £16,071 to the Reserve 
Fund, which will leave a balance of £7,202 to 
be carried forward to the next accounts. For 
the same half of last year, the dividend was at 
the rate of 7% per annum, and the amount 
carried forward £1,686. 


Tar Products in Scotland 


GLasGcow, Sept. 27. 


“Spot” lots are not readily procurable, but 
deliveries are proceeding rapidly against 
Contract. 


Refined tar is moving in regular quantities 
at 43d. to 5d. per gallon for delivery in the 
home market and about 34d. per gallon for 
export, both f.o.r. naked. 


Creosote oil is well looked after with alj 
grades firm as under: Specification oil, 53d. to 
6d. per gallon; low gravity, 64d. to 7d. per 
gallon; neutral oil, 6d. to 64d. per gallon; all 
ex Works in bulk. 


Cresylic acid: The many restrictions are 
causing some difficulty in normal trading and 
prices are most erratic. The following can 
only be taken as being approximate: Pale, 
99/100%, 4s. 2d. to 4s. 6d. per gallon; Pale, 
97/99%, 3s. 9d. to 4s. per gallon; Dark, 
97/99%, 3s. 6d. to 3s. 9d. per gallon; all ex 
Works in buyers’ packages. 


Crude naphtha is unchanged at 64d. to 74d. 
per gallon ex Works in bulk, according to 
quality. 


Solvent naphtha: 90/160 grade is Is. 84d. 
to Is. 9d. per gallon and 90/190 Heavy Naphtha 
is 1s. 44d. to 1s. 54d. per gallon. 


Pyridines are quiet at about 14s. per gallon 
for 90/160 grade and 16s. per gallon for 90/ 
140 grade. 


Thorough A.R.P. Measures 


The thoroughness with which the East 
Surrey Gas Company has undertaken air raid 
precautionary measures was demonstrated at 
one of the Company’s depots last week, when 
Mr. J. R. W. Alexander (General Manager) 
welcomed a party of Borough officials and 
representatives of other firms who had come 
to see a particularly fine example of a cleansing 
station which has been. built to provide 
members of the Company’s Civil Defence 
repair parties with adequate cleansing facilities 
after a liquid gas attack. 

The hot water installation consists of a coke 
fired boiler, a cold water storage tank of 200 
gallons capacity, and a hot water storage 
cylinder of 120 gallons capacity. The cold 
water supply for this installation has three 
alternatives. The cold tank can be filled 
from: (1) The main town water supply ; (2) well 
water which is pumped to the water tower; (3) 
should the water tower be damaged, well water 
can be pumped direct to the cold tank. 

Arrangements have been made for the boiler 
to be under continuous fire, thus assuring a 
constant supply of hot water suitable for 
cleansing purposes at all- times. 

Mr. Alexander mentioned that in providing 
the cleansing station the Company was anxious 
that the building should be used for some 
practical purpose apart from its use as a 
cleansing station, and it was pleasing to know 
that the shower baths were now used every 
day by the men employed at the works, either 
before coming on, or going off, duty. The 
building could be used for this purpose after 
the war, and from this point of view the Com- 
pany considered that the expense in providing 
the centre was fully justified. 


TRADE MARK. 


N normal circumstances 
Bi space is occupied by 

information concerning 
the many Coal Tar! and 
Ammonia Chemicals produced 
by the South Metropolitan 
Gas Company. 


ANY of these products, 
| required in the last war, 


are wanted more than 
ever to-day for war pur- 
poses. 


ERTAIN “ Metro”’’ pro- 

ducts, however, are 

available for normal 
business, such as Medium 
Soft Coal Tar Pitch, Creosote 
Oils, Dry Neutral Sulphate of 
Ammonia, etc., and enquiries 
for these should be directed 
to the manufacturers :— 


SOUTH 
METROPOLITAN 
GAS COMPANY 


Products Department : 
REGIS HOUSE, 
KING WILLIAM STREET, 
E.C.4. 

Telephone : AVENUE 2755. 
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For every size of works and 
every class of coal... 


Aina 


PAN Ti TY VA LE 
PLANTS 


GLOVER-WEST VERTICALS 


WESTVERTICAL CHAMBERS 


440 carbonizing plants have been built or are under 
construction by West’s in 24 countries. Working results 
from a wide variety of gas coals have established the 
high efficiency and adaptability of the West systems. 


MILES PLATTINGS 


TELEPHONE—COLLYHURST 2961-2-3-4-5 ° TELEGRAMS—-STOKER, MANCHESTER 


LONDON OFFICE TEMPORARY ADDRESS—-BATH ROAD * HARMONDSWORTH * WEST DRAYTON. * MIDDLESEX TEL.—WEST DRAYTON 2288-9 
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GAS STOCKS AND SHARES 


Markets opened last week on a brighter note. 
substantial recovery in British Funds and in some of the leading 
industrial and oil shares, though this was partly attributable to a 
shortage of stock. The home rail market also showed a bigger 
turnover and several good improyements were recorded. This rally 
did not last long, however, and towards the end of the week most 
markets became extremely dull again and many of the earlier gains 


were lost. 


There was a 


British Funds just managed to close at about the previous 


week’s level, 24° Consols remaining at 824, while home rails eased. 
Conditions in the industrial market became very quiet and, with few 


exceptions, prices were irregular. 


heavily on the halving of the interim dividend to 2 
The general situation was also reflected in the a Market where 


Associated Portland Cement fell 






the volume of business was less last week than for some time past. 
Nevertheless, prices were well held and, with the exception of Gas 


Light units which reacted 6d. to 13s. 3d., 


upward direction. 


was a good demand for Bombay £1 shares. 


the few changes were in an 


The bulk of the recorded transactions centred 
round the ordinary stocks of the larger undertakings, although there 


On the Provincial 


Exchanges Bristol stocks hardened again and Newcastle units closed 


6d. higher at 18s. 6d. 
stock improved 5 points to 80. 


os 
4% 


In the Supplementary List Tunbridge Wells 


The Directors of the Brighton, Hove & Worthing Gas Company 
have declared an interim dividend of £1 19s. per cent. on the 6% 
Consolidated Stock (against 23% a year ago), and £1 Ss. on the 5% 
Consolidated Stock (against £2 4s.°%) 


Quotations on the London and | Provincial Stock Exchanges 








Dividends. | Rise 
| When ermCanar Gimmes Quota- | or 
Issue. ex- Prev. Lest NAME, tions Fall 
Dividend. Hf. Yr. Hf. Yr. Sept. 25. on 
£ Loe. | X oe week, + 
OFFICIAL LIST 
1,767,439 Sept. 15 7 6 Alliance & Dublin Ord. 85—90 
374,000 June 30 4 4 Do. 4 p.c. Deb. i 95—100 
957,608 May 5 5 5 Asscd. Gas & Water U’d’ts Ord. 13/——14/- 
500, ” 44 44 Do. 4} p.c. Red. Cum. Pref. | 14/-—16/- ‘as 
535,545 4 4 Do. 4p.c. Red. Cum. Pref. 14/——16/- eco 
336,646 4 Do. 4p.c. Irred. Cum. Pref. | 9/6—i1/6 | me 
561,370 Aug 18 7 Barnet Ord. 7 p.c. owe | 112117 as 
00,000 June 3| 1/48 1/93 | Bombay, Ltd. 20/-—22/- | ... 
690,407 Aug. 25 7 7 Bournemouth 2 p.c. max. 118—123 ots 
362,025 June 16 4 4 Do. 4 p.c. Deb. 90—95 “ic 
659,955 March 3 42 24 Brighton, &c., 5 p.c. Con, 60—65 +24 
855,000 Sept. 22 6 6 Brit. Gas Light Ord. 71—76* ‘ed 
545,000 June 16 54 5} Do. 5} p.c.‘B’ Cum.Pref  105—115 s 
120,000 ” 4 4 Do. 4 p.c. Red. Deb. 75—80 2 
10,000 , Nov.6’33 | 6 4 Cape Town, Ltd., 44 p.c. Cu. Pf. 4-7 
626,860 July . 6 6 Cardiff Con. Ord. oo «= wee | .9O— 9S 
24,500 May a ts Colombo 7 p.c. Pref. ... —.... | 18/6—19/6 
764,169 March 24 |-/11.48 |-/11.48 Colonial Gas Assn. Ltd. Ord... | 14/-—16/- 
400, | 1/3.30 | 1/3.30 8 p.c. Pref. | 14-20 
1,748,935 | July 22°40 2 3 Cunmateal Ord. 7—32 | 
620,000 June 9 3 3 10. 3p.c.Deb. ... eee 55—60 | 
286,344 Aug. 18 5 5 Do. 5 p.c. Deb. ... . 87—92 
807,560 ” | 6 6 Croydon sliding scale .., 87—92 | 
644,590 ” f: 5 Do. max. div. so—85 | 
620,385 Dec. 30 5 5 Do. 5p.c. Perp. Deb. 95—100 | 
179,500 Feb. 10 | 5 5 East Surrey ‘B,’ 5 p.c. 65—70 
176,461 June 16 5 5 Do. 5 p.c. Deb. (Irred. a 90—95 
250,000 July 14 4 6 Gas Consatitatton Ord. ‘B’ ... | 13/6—14/6 
250,000 May 12; 4 4 Do. 4p.c. Red. Cum. Pref. 14/6—i6/6 com 
191122,910 July29 40 3 | 44 Gas Light & Coke Ord... 12/9--13/90, —/6 
600, ” | 34 3} p.c. max 48—53 —I 
4,477,106 - = 4 De. 4 p.c. Con. Pref. 60—65 
2,993,000 July ’40 | 33 33 Do. 3} p.c. Red. Pref. 67—72 
8,602,497 June 3 | 3 3 Do. 3p.c. Con. Deb. 73—78 
3,642,770 ‘7 |; § 5 Do. 5 p.c. Red. Deb. 103—106 
500,000 * 43 4 Do. 4h p.c. Red. Deb. 101—104 
00,000 Sept. 8 3} 3 Do. 3} Red. Deb. 79—84 
5,600,000 May 13°40 | 4 8 lennpeorted Continental Cap. 63—68 
43,820 July 28 | 34 34 34 p.c. Red. Deb. 76—81 
231,978 Aug. 25 | 5 5 M.S. “Utility *C°* Cons.... 68—73 
918,657 ne | 4 4 4 p.c. Cons. Pref, 73—78 
675,000 May 5| +4 +4 Montevideo, Ltd. 55—60 
300,000 April 28 9 ys ‘Oriental, Ltd. .. 121—126 
368,537 Dec. 9| 8 6% Plymouth & Stonehouse 5 p.c. | 65—70 
621,667 Feb. | 2 74 Portsmouth & Gosport Cons. 88—93 | 
648,999 Sept. 8] 1/1 1/1k Severn Val. Gas Cor. Ld. Ord. | 15/-—17/- 
597,972 » 8| ~/10% -/105 Do. 44 p.c. Cum. Pref. . 16/-——18/- daa 
2,528,714 Aug. 25 \/- 7k South East’n Gas Cn. Ld. Ord. 11/6—13/6 |. 
,000,000 es | -/108 -/1Cé Do. 44 p.c. Red. Cum. Pref. | 14/6—16/6 ‘ 
1,068,869 ‘a | 4 ri Do. 4p.c. Irred. Cum. Pref. | 11/6—13/6 pat 
6,709,895 Aug.5°40| 4 4 South Met. Ord. .. 52—57 
1,135,812 6 Do. 6p.c. irred. Pref... 75—80 ee 
50,000 | 4 4 Do. 4p.c.irred. Pref. ... | 57—62 a. A 
1,895,445 July 14 3 3 Do. 3>p.c. Perp. Deb. 68—73 
,000,000 jan, is} 5 - 5 Do. 5 p.c. Red. Deb. 99—1C4 
1,343,795 Sept. 8| 4 2 South Suburban Ord, 5 p.c 61—66 
512,825 se oe 5 Do. 5 p.c. Perp. Pref. 72—77 
,000 i 4 4 Do. 4 p.c. Perp. Pref. 63—68 
250,000 ni 33 33 Do. 3} p.c. Red. Pref. 78—83 a 
888,587 | june’ 16 5 5 Do. 5 p.c. Perp. Deb. 97—102 +2 
750,541 Aug, 18) 5 2 Southampton Ord. _.. 50—55 
350,000 - | St 5} Swansea 5} p.c. Red. Pref. 88—93 
1,076,495 % zz. 5 Tottenham & District Ord. 70—75 
338,555 d ; § 5 Do. 5p.c. Pref. .... 78—83 
453,380 june 9\| 4 4 Do. 4p.c. Perp. Deb. 79—84 
1,247,505 May 20°40; 4 6 U. Kingdom Gas Cor. Ord. 13/-—IS/-|... 
1,085,952 May 19 44 43 Do. 44p.c. Ist Cum. Pref. ... | 13/6—15/6|... 
772,709 % | 4 4 Do. 4p.c. Ist Red. Cum.Pref. | 13/6—15/6 
745,263 june’ 16| 44 4 Do. 44 p.c.2nd Non.Cum. Pf. | 10/6—12/6 
200,000 Sept. 22/ 34 3 Do. 3}p.c.Red.Deb. ...| 84—89* 
380,608 April 15 7 68 Uxbridge, &c., 5 p.c. 80—90 
1,371,138 Sept. 1) 4 4 Wandsworth Consolidated 67—72 
2,525,768 pa | 4 4 Do. 4p.c. Pref. ... 65—70 
1,343,964 June’ 16 5 5 Do. 5p.c.Deb. .. 97—102 
383,745 } 4 4 Do. 4p.c.Deb. ... 77—82 
$58,342 Aug. 25| 5 5 | Watford & St. Albans Ord, 85—90 
300,000 june 9 3} 3} Do. 34 p.c. Red. Deb. 84—89 





| 








a—The quotation is per £1 of Stock. 








When 
Issue. ex- 
Dividend. 
351,685} June 16 
28,700 ” 
415,250 we 
140,205 | Aug. 5 | 
295,932} March 3 
42,500 | June 16 | 
150,000} Aug. 1 | 
130,000] June 30 
146,700} Aug. {8 
53,220 ” 10 
eed Aug. 19°40 
239,135 | July 14 
156,600 | Aug. 18 | 
18,000} June 30) 
10,845] ,, 2 | 
50,000} Aug. 25 
65,000} Aug. 18 | 
70,000 | Sept 8 | 
76,501} June 30) 
74,777 | March 31 | 
21,000| June 9 | 
211,740 oe 16 | 
363,575 | July | 
202,019 = } 
135,257 | June 9 | 
804,948 July 28 | 
122,577, March 10) 
1,667,250| July 21 | 
120,420| June 16 | 
415,250 ” 
328,790 ’ 
157,150| Aug. 5 
92,500 | June 16 
my 430 ” | 
1890 | 
saz 270| Feb. 10 | 
55,000 Dec. 16 | 
10; 000; Aug. Il 
6,500 »” 
79,000 ” 
732,000, Aug. 25 
2,167,410) Aug 18 
245,500; June 16! 
306,083 | July 15 | 
20,000' Dec. 23 
80,000 
2,430,267 July” 28 
682,856 ” 
776,706, June 39 
277,285; April 28 
274,000! March 17 
13,200| Sept. 16 | 
13,600 | ‘ia 
40,000 | ” 
106,280 Aug. I 
188,219 | ” 
1,806,339; Aug. 25 
95,000 | July 7 
332.351 Sept. 8 
192,150; Aug. 11 
64,338, June 30) 
33,340 - | 
* Ex. div. 





Dividends. 





Hf. Yr. 
% p.a. 


mh 
uw 


wl Vnuneaun 


Last NAME. 


Hf. Yr. } 
% p.a. | 


Prev. 


‘su PPLEMENTARY ust 


Qucta- 
tions 
Sept. 25. 





5 | Brighton, &c., 5 p.c. Perp. Deb. 
54 | Do. 54 p.c. Red. Deb. 1942.. 
| Bristol Gas Co., 4p.c. New Deb. 
Cambridge, &c., 7 p.c. Cons. ‘ B’ 
Cheltenham, 5 p.c. Cons.Ord... 
Do. 4 p.c. Perp. Deb... 
Croydon Gas, - p.c. Pref. (Irr. jy 
Do. 4p.c. Deb. os 
East Surrey, = p.c. Pref. ‘A’ . 
Do. 6 p.c. rm Pref. . 
Eastbourne, ‘B’ 3 Mowe 
Gas Consolidation ay Ord. (£1) 
Hampton C’t,5 p.c. Cons. Ord. 
| — & Med’n.,7 p.c. Ist Pref. 
7} p.c. 2nd Pref. 
Mid. ‘South. Util., *h Cons. 5 p.c. 
North Middlesex, 5 p.c. Pref. . 
Plymouth & Stone., 5 p.c. Deb. 
| Reading, 4p.c.Perp.Deb. 
Romford, 4 p.c. Debs. (Reg.) ... 
Slough,5 p.c. Perp. Deb. pee 
Southampton, 5 p.c. Red. Deb. 
| Tottenham, 5 p.c. Reg. Red. Mt. 
| Tunbridge Wells, 4 p.c. Scale ... 
Uxbridge &c., 5 p.c. Perp. Deb. 


ae 
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7 
5 
4 
4 
4 
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or 
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PROVINCIAL EXCHANGES 


| 
| 
| 


Bath Cons. 
Blyth 5 p.c. Ord. 
Bristol, 5 p.c. max. 

Do. Ist 4p.c. Deb. 

Do. 2nd 4 p.c. Deb. 

Do. 5 p.c. Deb. 

Chester 5 p.c. Ord. 

Do. 4 p.c. Pref. 

Do. 3} p.c.Deb. ... 

Do. 4 p.c. Red. Deb. 
Derby Cons... sy 

Do. 4p.c.Deb. ... 
Great Grimsby ‘A’ Ord. 

Do. “= = 

Do. *C’ Ord 
Hartlepoo! G. & W. Cn. & New 
Liverpool 5 p.c. Ord. .. 

Do. 5 p.c. Red. Pref. 

Do. 4p.c.Deb. ... 
Long Eaton 5 p.c. Pref... 

Do. 5 p.c. Deb. . 
Newcastle and Gateshead Con. 

Do. 4 p.c. Pre 

Do. 34 p.c. Deb... _ 

Do. 5S p.c. Deb. '43 
Newport (Mon.) Ord. * 
Pontyp’! Gas & W. 10 p. c. "AY 

Do. 7p.c.‘B’ ; i 

De 7pe*C* 

Preston ‘A’ 10 p.c. 

De. *B’7 p.c. 
Sheffield Cons. 

Do. 4p.c.Deb. ... 
Sunderland 6 p.c. max, 
Weston-super-Mare Cons, 

Do. 4 p.c. Deb. .., 

Do. 74 p.c. Deb. ... 
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t Price free of income-tax. 





88—93 
95—100 
87—92 

100—105 
85— 


11/6—13/6 
69—7 


75—85 
95—100 


Quota- 
tions 


Sepc. 19. 


93—97 
100—105 

90—92 

96—99 
944963 


1103—1134 | 


963993 
78—80 


784—83} 


92—96 

. 98—103 
75—80 

155—165 

155—165 


18/3—18/9a 
824834 
82—84 


89—85 
135—140 


Rise 
or 
Fall 
on 

week 


+5 


} 
| 









HREE members of Glasgow Corporation, Bailie Thomas Wilson, 

Convener of the Corporation Gas Committee ; Ex-Bailie Alexander 

Ritchie, Sub-Convener of the Committee; and Bailie Joseph 
Taylor, a Member of the Committee, were convicted at Edinburgh 
High Court on Sept. 25 of having solicited or received bribes in 
connexion with a gas-works contract. Wilson was sentenced to 
15 months’ imprisonment and Ritchie and Taylor each to 18 months’ 
imprisonment. They were adjudged incapable of being elected or 
appointed to any public office for seven years after their conviction, 
and were ordered to forfeit their offices as members of Glasgow 
Town Council. 

The indictment alleged that the three councillors, being members 
of a committee of Glasgow Corporation appointed to interview 
Officials of Gas Chambers and Coke Ovens, Ltd., Artillery House, 
Westminster, who were tenderers for a contract to be executed at 
Provan Gas-Works, Glasgow, did, while acting in conjunction with 
each other and with Hugh Campbell (at present a prisoner in Barlinnie 
Prison), at the Trocadero Restaurant and the Royal Automobile Club, 
London, and the Gas-Works, Brentford, corruptly solicit from Arthur 
Henry Lymn, Chairman of the firm, a gift, fee, or reward as an 
inducement for undertaking to use their aid and influence to procure 
acceptance of the Company’s tender. On Oct. 20, 1939, it was alleged 
they corruptly received from Lymn at Artillery House, and by the 
hands of Campbell, £100 as a payment towards the reward solicited. 
At later dates in the City Chambers, Glasgow, and in the office at 
108, West Regent Street, Glasgow, occupied by William Miller 
Duncan Anderson, or elsewhere in Glasgow, it was further alleged, 
they corruptly received from Lymn by the hands of Anderson sums 
of £25, £50 and £50 respectively in name of further payments towards 
the reward. 

The trial opened on Sept. 23 before Lord Fleming and a jury of 
seven. The case for the Crown was conducted by the Solicitor- 
General, Sir T. D. King Murray, K.C. The accused Wilson was 
represented by Mr. Charles Mackintosh, K.C., and Mr. G. I. Mitchell ; 
Ritchie by Mr. A. M. M. Williamson; and Taylor by Mr. D. P. 
Blades, K.C., and Mr. G. S. Reid. 

William Gordon, 15, Mariscat Road, Glasgow, Solicitor, Deputy 
Town Clerk of Glasgow, who was the first witness, said that the 
estimated expenditure by the Gas Manager for the reconstruction of 
the Provan Gas-Works was £336,000. Three offers were received 
for the reconstruction work, one of them being from Gas Chambers 
and Coke Ovens, Ltd., for £270,961, and this was accepted by the 
Corporation on Nov. 16, 1939. Councillor Munro dissented from 
the decision. The work by Gas Chambers and Coke Ovens, Ltd., 
had been regarded by the Corporation as satisfactory. 

Arthur Henry Lymn, Chairman of Gas Chambers and Coke 
Ovens, Ltd., said that early in 1939 he learned from Mr. Norman 
Andrew M’Nair, Glasgow, that there was a possibility of the recon- 
struction work at Provan Gas-Works being put out to tender. He got 
a preliminary specification, and his firm’s preliminary estimate was 
in the region of £240,000. In October, 1939, a deputation from 
Glasgow Corporation arrived in London to inspect plant which his 
firm had constructed. Witness attended a dinner in the Trocadero 
Restaurant, when Thomas Wilson and Hugh Campbell were present. 
Campbell “‘tackled” him about what was going to be done, and 
made certain overtures to him. Witness met Campbell at the Royal 
Automobile Club next day, when Campbell said something would 
require to be done by way of providing substantial expenses for the 
deputation. As far as witness could recollect Campbell mentioned 
the sum of £2,000 for himself and others. Witness resented this 
request very strongly and gave Campbell a straight refusal. Later on 
Campbell again approached him and said, “Something will have to 
be done.” “I was shocked,” said witness. ‘‘I just refused his request 
again. Indeed, I threatened to withdraw my tender.’ Witness 
evaded further demands and did everything he could to get out of a 
difficult situation. Campbell tackled him again later, and he agreed 
to give him £100 towards the expenses of the trip. The money was 
paid from his office. Later on, in November, 1939, witness said he 
received a letter from Campbell proposing that witness should send 
him ten times the amount he got in London. Witness did not make 
any further payments, the letter was destroyed, and no reply was 
sent. Later Mr. Frank Ritson, Chief Engineer of his Company, 
after a visit to Glasgow, gave him a message from Campbell. Witness 
then came to the conclusion that something would have to be done. 
He would not send the Company’s money, but as the Christmas 
season was coming on he would send some money himself. He 
authorized Mr. Ritson to take a parcel containing £500 to Glasgow, 
and give it to Anderson, a member of the Gas Committee, who, he 
thought, would use his own discretion and return to him any money 
not used. He never heard directly from Anderson that he got the 
money. 

Frank Ritson, in evidence, said that he handed over the £500, and 
explained to Anderson that Mr. Lymn wished to make some Christmas 
presents to members of the Corporation and to those occupied in the 
construction at the Gas-Works. 

Norman A. M’ Nair, Senior Partner of A. M’Nair & Co., engineers’ 
representatives, Glasgow, said that after the deputation had been to 
London he met Bailie Campbell, who said to him that if the contract 
was to go to Gas Chambers and Coke Ovens, Ltd., there would need 
to be a sum of something like £2,000. This would have to be dealt 
with through witness. Witness replied that he would have nothing 
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to do with such a proposal. He adopted the same attitude on a 
subsequent occasion when he was again asked by Bailie Campbell if 
he would get in touch with London and endeavour to get something 
on account. 

Councillor William M. D. Anderson, Glasgow, said in December, 
1940, he met Ritson at the latter’s request in Glasgow. Ritson gave 
him an envelope and said Mr. Lymn wished him to give it as a Christ- 
mas present to the members of the committee who had helped in 
connexion with the contract. The envelope contained £500. After- 
wards witness spoke to Councillor Wilson about the money. Wilson 
suggested the names of Campbell, Taylor, Ritchie, and himself. 
Witness afterwards paid £50 each to Campbell, Ritchie, and Taylor, 
and £25 to Wilson. He left the balance of the money in his safe. 
It was in his mind to distribute the rest of the money at a later stage if 
necessary. 

Hugh Campbell, a former member of Glasgow Town Council, was 


_ the chief witness on Sept. 24. He said he was a member of the depu- 


tation which went to London in connexion with the tender for recon- 
struction work at Provan Gas-Works. The deputation visited Ports- 
mouth, Brentford, Fulham, and elsewhere. While in Portsmouth 
Ritchie remarked, “‘Here we are walking round with an order for a 
quarter of a million in our pockets, and there seems to be nothing 
doing.” With his experience of the Corporation, witness assumed 
this remark indicated Ritchie’s intention or hope that something in the 
way of a bribe or present might be obtained from the contract. Later 
witness saw Mr. Lymn privately at the Royal Automobile Club. 
Ritchie had told him to ask Mr. Lymn for £2,000, and in return the 
deputation would recommend his firm for the contract. Mr. Lymn 
clearly understood that the purport of the interview was the soliciting 
of a gift from him to the deputation, and he replied that he would 
have nothing to do with a bribe. On a subsequent occasion he was 
taken aside by Mr. Lymn, who gave him £100 for the deputation, 
which, he said, would be quite apart from what would be done later. 
Afterwards witness gave Ritchie £50, half of which Ritchie was to 
give to Wilson. Campbell also gave Taylor £25 and retained the 
balance. On Dec. 24 Councillor Anderson asked him to go to his 
office, where he was given £50 and told it was from the Gas Chambers 
and Coke Ovens, Ltd. Anderson told him the others were getting 
some money too. It was further mentioned that when an additional 
£2,000 came along, Ritchie, Taylor, and himself were to get £600 
each and Wilson £200. 

It was intimated that no evidence would be led for the defence of 
any of the accused. : 

The SoLiciror-GENERAL, addressing the jury, said that, broadly 
speaking, they had to decide whether Campbell was alone concerned 
in the soliciting and receiving or whether he was associated with the 
accused. He submitted that there was ample evidence to justify the 
jury in finding the accused guilty of the indictment. 

Mr. MACKINTOSH submitted that there was no evidence to show 
that Wilson was privy or a party to any solicitations. Mr. Williamson 
submitted that there was no credible evidence on which Ritchie could 
be convicted. Mr. D: P. BLApeEs (for Taylor) submitted that there 
was no corroboration that Taylor had received money from Campbell. 

Summing up, on Sept. 25, LoRD FLEMING pointed out that the case 
was important not only to the accused, but from the public point of 
view. The jury might think that, if the evidence led before them was 
true, remedial measures were called for. The case of each of the 
accused had to be considered separately. In a case where bribery 
was alleged it would usually be found that all the persons who were 
in a position to say what took place were more or less anxious that 
what happened should not reach the light of day. The jury had 
heard, as witnesses for the Crown, persons who were concerned in 
the transactions in which it was said the accused were also concerned. 
That being so, their evidence was open to criticism, and it was for 
the jury to consider what weight should be given to that criticism in 
appraising the value of their evidence. 

The jury found unanimously that Wilson and Ritchie were guilty 
of the charges of corruptly soliciting from the Chairman of Gas 
Chambers and Coke Ovens, Ltd., a gift, fee, or reward, as an induce- 
ment or reward for undertaking to use their aid and influence to 
procure acceptance of a tender, and of receiving money through the 
hands of Hugh Campbell, a former Town Councillor, at present a 
prisoner in Barlinnie. They found not proven the charge against 
them of receiving money through the hands of William M. D. Anderson 
in name of further payments towards the gift, fee, or reward. By a 
majority of six to one they found Taylor guilty of receiving through 
the hands of Anderson. They found the charges against him of 
soliciting from the Chairman of the London Company and receiving 
money through the hands of Campbell not proven. 


The General Committee of the National Federation of Gas Coke 
Associations will meet on Tuesday, Oct. 7, at Gas Industry House 
at 10.30 a.m. 


A Meeting of the Central Executive Board of the National Gas 
Council will be held in Committee Room No. 1, Gas Industry House, 
1, Grosvenor Place, London, S.W. 1, on Tuesday, Oct. 7, at 1.15 p.m. 
(instead of the second Tuesday in the month). 
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